
 

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01559 

Name of petitioner

George Neilson 

Petition title

Disabled parking on private property 

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to review the 
effectiveness of the measures introduced in the Disabled Persons’ Parking Places 
(Scotland) Act 2009 regarding the enforcement of disabled parking on private property 
and to consider further measures to grant local authorities the power to enforce 
disabled parking on private land.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

I have contacted a variety of companies, e.g. sports centres, shopping centres, 
cinemas/entertainment venues and supermarkets. They have all confirmed to me that 
their disabled parking bays are on private land and they have no control or authority to 
issue parking tickets/fines in the same way that traffic wardens (or whoever takes this 
over) do on public land.

I then contacted some private land owners of the above locations and they confirmed 
they would have no objection to traffic wardens (or whoever takes this over) controlling 
disabled parking bays on their private land and issuing tickets/fines.

Prior to contacting the above I met with my local MSP, Gordon Macdonald, twice who 
suggested submitting this petition.

Petition background information

There are approximately 100,000 disabled badge holders in Scotland. From personal 
experience disabled parking bays on private land are being used by non badge 
holders, as they know these bays are not monitored and therefore they are unlikely to 
receive a ticket/fine.

In 2008, Jackie Baillie MSP introduced a member’s bill, the Disabled Persons’ Parking 
Places (Scotland) Bill, which came into force in 2009. This Act puts a duty on local 
authorities to seek arrangements with private landowners to promote the proper use of 
disabled parking places, thereby enabling/encouraging local authorities to make 
agreements with private landowners to patrol disabled parking on their property. In 
section 6, paragraph 40, of the explanatory notes, it is noted that this legislation gave 
local authorities 12 months to seek arrangements with private landowners:



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/3/notes/division/3/6

The problem, therefore, appears to be the enforcement of this piece of legislation. Have 
(and how many) local authorities sought to make arrangements with private 
landowners? If they were initially unsuccessful (in the prescribed 12 month period), do 
they have policies for reviewing this issue at regular intervals in the future?

As it has now been 6 years since this legislation was introduced, is it time for the 
Scottish Government to review the effectiveness of this legislation and whether any 
further measures are needed?

Monitoring of these bays on private land in line with disabled parking on public land  
would ensure there is no discrimination against disabled people visiting supermarkets, 
cinemas etc.  It is therefore important to extend monitoring of bays on private land by 
traffic wardens (or whoever takes this over) to ensure access for disabled badge 
holders to essential services.

I would like the Committee to ask the Scottish Government how the role of traffic 
wardens (or whoever takes this over) could be extended to cover disabled bays on 
private land.

Unique web address

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01559 

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect 
signatures online?

NO 

How many signatures have you collected so far?

1 

Closing date for collecting signatures online

N/A

Comments to stimulate online discussion


