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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PEO01755

Name of petitioner

Stephen Henry

Petition title

Ban all single use plastics across Scotland

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ban single use
plastics across Scotland.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| tried to raise this initially with my local Council, before realising that responsibility lay
with the Scottish Government. | have also written to Roseanna Cunningham MSP,
Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform.

Petition background information

Plastic has become so cheap, it is literally thrown away without a thought.

Something like the equivalent of a truckload of plastic is dumped into the world’s
waterways every minute. This has a huge and negative impact on wildlife and the
environment.

| am urging the Scottish Government to ban all single use plastic in Scotland and
suggesting that there should be an initial focus on food and drink-related items,
including:

» Single use plastic cups and tumblers

«» Single use plastic cutlery

. Single use plastic plates

. Single use plastic take-away food boxes

. Single use plastic straws

. Single use plastic sauce holders

. Single use plastic bags

. Single use plastic give-away toys

Plastic is now in the air we breathe, the food we eat and can even make its way into our
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Whales are washing up dead on our coastlines with their stomachs full of plastic. Our
countryside and streets are awash with litter.

| know this, because | do lots of work locally to support the environment.

| carry out beach cleans and litter picks. | also run a local Facebook site called the
'literati guide to Inverclyde'. | also regularly join forces with other local
environmentalists.

We need to take action now before it's too late. We need radical and transformational
policy change to address the structural and behavioural issues which are driving this
reliance on single use plastic.

Scotland has an opportunity to take the lead and be seen as one of the most
environmentally progressive countries in the world.

Other countries, states and cities have already taken steps to tackle single use plastic.
Some examples include:

. Kenya banned plastic bags in 2017, introducing sentences of up to four years in jail or
a $38k fine for those who break the rules

. Vanuatu has announced the phasing out of plastic bags and bottles

. Taiwan has announced the restriction on plastic bags, straws, utensils and cups
. Zimbabwe has announced a total ban on polystyrene

. Montreal has banned all single use plastic bags

. Malibu has banned single use straws, stirrers and plastic cutlery

. Seattle has banned plastic straws and single use plastic utensils

. South Australia has state-wide bans on plastic bags

. Hamburg has banned non-recyclable coffee pods

. France has announced a total ban on plastic cups, plates and cutlery from 2020
» New Delhi banned all single use plastics in 2017 and;

. New York is considering a proposal to ban all single use plastic bags

This petition is only a small step on the overall journey which is needed to minimise the
impact of single use plastic on our environment.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/BanSingleUsePlastics

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

30/09/2019




Comments to stimulate online discussion

. What would it take for Scotland to become a world leader in tackling single use
plastic?

.« Should food and drink items be tackled first?

. How can individual consumers play a role in tackling single use plastic?




