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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PEO01773

Name of petitioner

Sarah Takahashi

Petition title

Reform rape law

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to update the
Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2009 to include the offence of a man being raped by a
woman.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

Emailed an MSP who suggested using this website, as | myself cannot change laws.

Petition background information

According to the law at present, a man cannot be raped by a woman, and this is just
not true, a man can be raped by a woman.

Rape doesn’t mean you are weak just because you were raped, it means you became
strong in spite of getting raped, and | would know, I'm a rape survivor.

So, it doesn’t make a man weak if he is raped by a woman, but it does force them to
have to be strong as they cannot report their rape, as no law fairly represents them,
which in turn means that no help groups or organisations can represent them, as most
of our rape crisis representation is for women survivors. Ciswomen survivors at that, as
Trans support is even less than support for Cismen.

| believe that male rapists deserve to be punished to the full extent of the law under a
fair trial, but | also believe female rapists deserve to be punished to the full extent of the
law under a fair trial, but female rapists cannot currently be held to the same standard,
as there is no law to fit the crime. The closest we have is “sexual assault”. Under the
Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2009, this offence may include any non-consensual:
penetration that would not meet the definition of rape, sexual touching, any form of
sexual activity (whether or not through clothing), ejaculation of semen or emission of
urine/saliva onto a person for sexual purposes.

On a recent social media thread concerning men who had been raped by women, there
was a resounding amount of stigma shown to survivors. What was evident from the




experiences, which included child rape by a temale family member and a man being
drugged and raped, was that victims weren't believed or taken seriously, that some
were laughed at by their peers (men); and no support was offered.

The closest law we have that covers male rape victims is the Sexual Offences Act 2009,
but this doesn’t include rape by women.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/PEO1773

Related information for petition

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/9/contents - The Sexual Offences (Scotland)
Act (2009)

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

09/01 /2020

Comments to stimulate online discussion

Do you agree that the law should protect everyone from rape?




