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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PEO01856

Name of petitioner

Pat Rafferty on behalf of Unite

Petition title

Support the taxi trade

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to protect the future
of the taxi trade by:

« providing financial support to taxi drivers;
+ setting up a national stakeholder group with trade union driver representatives;
* reviewing low emission standards and implementation dates

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

We have been in contact with MSPs to press for support and raised these issues in
discussions with Scottish Ministers and Government officials. Questions have also been
asked in the chamber.

Petition background information

An online survey of taxi drivers has revealed the devastating impact on the trade with
many harrowing stories from drivers who are struggling to financially survive. Many
drivers are regularly working 16-17-hour days with a shift being determined as having
been ‘good’ if £50 is cleared.

Unite Scotland has highlighted ‘loopholes’ in a number of Scottish Government
schemes which have led to drivers being unable to access financial support.

The Unite Scotland survey shows that 30% of drivers have been unable to access any
financial help from government support schemes. For those that have been able to
access financial help from government:

37% report that it represents less than 25% of their average earnings;

18% report that it represents between 25% - 50% of their average earnings;
20% report that it represents between 50% - 75% of their average earnings;
25% report that it represents over 75% of average earnings.

The COVID19 crisis continues to have a devastating effect on the cab and taxi trade.




Our members are reporting a 90% reduction in income. This is unsustainable and
means that many owners and drivers are unable to cover their costs, let alone make a
living to support themselves and their families.

We feel our members are the forgotten spoke in our public transport wheel, too many of
our members are excluded from the government help available. This is leading to
savings being exhausted, families forced in to poverty, bankruptcy and a mental health
emergency. In our opinion, promises have been made to the trade that have been
broken. The Scottish Government must act now. We are asking parliamentarians to
support taxi drivers across Scotland and to deliver financial support to save the trade.

Our members demand:

» Access to business support, grants and loans;
+ Additional funding for operators and drivers;

+ A national stakeholder group to be set up to safeguard the future of the trade with
trade union driver representatives involved as a key stakeholder;

* A review of Low Emission standards and implementation dates to give the trade
additional time to adjust to Environmental targets.

Unite Scotland is asking the Scottish Government to adopt targeted schemes similar to
those in Northern Ireland and Wales to support the taxi trade.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/saveourtrade

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

1700

Closing date for collecting signatures online

24 /03 /2021

Comments to stimulate online discussion

As a taxi driver—

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected your income?

Do you feel you have access to adequate financial support during this time?
What difficulties have you faced in trying to access financial support?




