
Zone 2 Zone 3
Cut turf lawns contrast with more natural raised

areas of wild grasses and plants.

Miralles liked the idea of planting indigenous

Scottish wild flowers, trees and shrubs. He specified 

the use of wild grasses and trees already found in 

the area as well as trees representing those found

across Scotland.

Of the trees planted in the landscaped grounds, there are

five commemorative pine trees planted by children from

St Jude’s Primary School in Glasgow. Rowan trees,

traditionally associated with good luck, have been

planted in various locations around the Parliament.

The wild grass and flower “tails” draw the

backdrop of Arthur’s seat into the

Parliament grounds. The “tails” create a

habitat which encourages biodiversity as part of our

environmental management strategy.

Boulders of ancient rock from nearby Traprain quarry sit

among plants such as yarrow, knapweed, gorse and thistle.

The area attracts a variety of birds such as goldfinches and

chaffinches, as well as insects including small copper and

common blue butterflies, cardinal beetles, ladybirds and

bees. In the autumn, plants are left to go to seed to

regenerate for the following year.

Zone 2

Zone 1

Zone 3

Architectural landscape and wildlife at the Scottish Parliament

Enric Miralles, the lead

designer of the Scottish

Parliament said:

“The Parliament sits in the 

land because it belongs to the

Scottish land...The building

should originate from the

sloping base of Arthur’s seat

and arrive into the city almost

out of the rock.”

Zone 1
Enric Miralles wanted the new landscaping to echo the

natural landscape and geology of Holyrood Park. The

ponds represent the lochs within the park and

throughout the Scottish landscape. The shape of the

ponds resembles the outline of the Parliament’s

towers and roofs when viewed from above.

The oak and lime trees mirror the older trees along

the perimeter of Holyrood Palace grounds

opposite.

Yarrow
Traprain rocks
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Cardinal beetleAlternative language versions can be
viewed at www.scottish.parliament.uk Rowan berries
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